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Academic and Professional History:  

• Completed a M.Sc. in Geography (GIS) at the University of Edinburgh in 1995. 
• Completed a Ph.D. in Forestry at the University of Wisconsin-Madison in 1998. 
• Became a faculty member at the University of Wisconsin-Madison in the Department of Forest 

Ecology and Management in 2000. 
 
Research focus : I am a geographer and landscape ecologist.  My methodological background is in remote 
sensing, geographical information systems and statistics, approaches that I apply to research questions in 
ecology, and conservation biology.  My research focuses broadly speaking on landscape change, and I am 
interested in both causes for landscape change, such as natural disturbances, and land use patterns, as well 
as the effects of these changes on landscape pattern, commodity production and wildlife habitat.  In the 
U.S., several project have examined housing growth patterns in forested regions, and the resulting habitat 
fragmentation.  This work was done interdisciplinary in close collaboration with demographers at the 
Department of Rural Sociology.  Internationally, I am involved in projects examining land use change in 
Eastern Europe after the breakdown of the Soviet Empire and its consequences for biodiversity. 
 
Graduate Training focus: My teaching responsibilities in the Department of Forest Ecology and 
Management consist of courses on Forest Biometry and Remote Sensing of Forest Ecosystems (both at 
the undergraduate and graduate level).  I advise graduate students and have been a member of M.S. and 
Ph.D. student thesis committees in Botany, Geography, Forest Ecology and Management, and at the 
Institute of Environmental Science. 
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