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Academic and Professional History: 

• BA Biology, University of Wisconsin, Madison 1973 
• MS Biology, Duke University, 1977 
• PhD in Ecology and Evolutionary Biology, Cornell University 1983  
• Post-doc and Assistant Curator, The New York Botanical Garden 1983-89 
• Assistant/Associate Professor at Ohio University 1989-92/1994-2000  
• Visiting Fellow, Royal Botanical Garden, Kew, England 1997-98 
• President, Society for Economic Botany, 1997-98 
• Leader, Forest Margins Program, CIAT 1992-94 
• Fellow, American Association for Advancement of Science & Linnaean Society, London 

 
Research Focus – My research interests center on ethnobotany, conservation biology, sustainable 
development and ecology with special emphasis on interactions among people, plants, and their 
environments.  I have been introducing quantitative and experimental methods into ethnobotany, using 
ecological theory and analyses including ecological genetics, demography of useful plant populations, 
community ecology, and landscape ecology.  I have been working internationally to build collaboration 
among and financial support for Collections for Ethno- and Economic Botany (CEEB). 
 
Graduate and Undergraduate Training Focus:  - I have trained 3 PhD and over 10 MS students in a 
period of 12 years, mostly women.  I helped found, teach and actively advise students at OU in 
Conservation Biology and Sustainable Development MS programs.  I have regularly taught courses in 
ethnobotany, tropical ecology, and agricultural ecology.  
 
Current Research Support:   

• Intellectual Imperatives in Ethnobiology (NSF 0119877 2001-2003 $42,930 + $10,000) 
• Tibetan Ethnobotany and Conservation of Biodiversity in NW Yunnan, China (The Nature 

Conservancy, 2001-2004, $120,000) 
• Ethnobotany Capacity Building and Policy Formation (The Ford Foundation, 2003-2006, 

$300,000). 
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